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Arizona Gross Domestic Product, 2005-2016
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Arizona Economic Output by Metro and Sector, 
2015
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Bachelor’s Degree Attainment and GDP per Capita 
Relative to National Average, 2005-2015

Data: Governing.com analysis of 2011 American Community Survey and BEA

0.75

0.8

0.85

0.9

0.95

1

1.05

1.1

1.15

20% 22% 24% 26% 28% 30% 32% 34% 36% 38% 40%

G
D

P
 P

e
r 

C
a
p

it
a
 R

e
la

ti
v
e
 t

o
 U

S

Bachelor’s Degree Attainment

Colorado

Utah

Arizona

New Mexico

Oregon

California

WashingtonTexas

Nevada

Data source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, US Census Bureau



Per Capita State Support for Higher Education, 
FY16

Data: Grapevine Center, Illinois State University
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Patents Granted by Metro, 2015
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Percentage Change in Patents Granted to 
Western Metros Relative to 2000
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Patents Issued to Top 20 Phoenix Metro 
Assignees, 2000-2015
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Annual Change in Number of Arizona Firms, 
2000-2014

Data: US Census, Longitudinal Business Database 1977-2014
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Value of Venture Capital Deals by State, 
2009-2015
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Exports by State, 2015



Arizona Exports, 2015
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Arizona Employment by Occupation, Minimum Education 
Required and Probability of Job Loss Due to Automation
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The Way Forward for Arizona



Broad Public Support for Human Capital-Based 
Economic Development

88% Favor elevating Arizona State University’s 
engineering school to be one of the top five 
programs in the country

68% Willing to pay one‐quarter of one cent more on 
non‐food products for a ten‐year temporary sales 
tax to help fund new economic initiatives for the 
greater Phoenix region 

Data: Public Opinion Strategies, Oct. 2014. MOE: 4.4%





Percent of Residents over the Age of 65 Years
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